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Abstract:
From 1970-1972 the graduate library and information science (LIS) program at the University of
Illinois welcomed twenty-nine students of color known as The Carnegie Scholars. The Carnegie
Scholars Fellowship Program was designed to increase the numbers of minority librarians in the
profession and denoted a radical change at the school; it is a radical change we need to see
again as we envision the future of the information profession and librarianship. The program was
also fraught and full of assumptions about the capabilities of students of color and their role in
librarianship. This experience indicates that LIS programs need to continue to think critically
about the recruitment and retention of students of color. Investigation of the Carnegie Scholars
Program, and other historical initiatives, could facilitate a new radical change in LIS education.
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