


There are three convenient ways for GSE alumni to stay connected:

1. Register on UB Connect,the university-wide alumni online community. At this secure site, www.ubconnect.org, you can sign up 
for lifetime e-mail forwarding, search for jobs, and communicate with fellow alumni,

2. Visit GSE’s Keep in Touchpage, www.gse.buffalo.edu/alumni/keep.asp, where you can provide current contact information 
and your recent accomplishments, or

3. E-mail Assistant Dean Jenifer Lawrence at jlawrenc@buffalo.edu or call (716) 645-6640.

We look forward to hearing from you!

IT’S EASY TO KEEP IN TOUCH!

Covering approximately 50 square miles, the Orchard
Park Central School District (www.opschools.org) includes
portions of six adjacent townships: Orchard Park, West
Seneca, Hamburg, Boston, Elma, and Aurora. The district
serves over 5,200 students through four elementary
schools (Eggert, Ellicott, South Davis, and Windom), a
middle school, and a high school.   

In partnership with students, parents, home, and
community, the district’s mission is to provide its 

students an academic environ-
ment that fosters discovery and
knowledge, and guides students
to a sense of quality and integrity;
enabling them to assume a role
of responsible interdependence
within a global society. The dis-
trict strives to help build lives
which can be lived capably,
responsibly, and fully.

The Graduate School of
Education is well-represented

within the district. Led by Superintendent Joan Thomas
(Ed.M. ’71, Science Education), over 13% of the teachers
and administrative staff are GSE alumni. The alumni
administrators are: Jennifer Curci (Ed.M. ’99, Educational
Administration), middle school principal; Catherine
Marriott (M.L.S. ’74, Library Science), director of

technology; Cameron Morton
(Certification ’05, School Business and Human Resource
Administration), assistant superintendent for human
resources and administration; and Christine Rassow
(Ed.M. ’91, Elementary Education N–6), South Davis
principal. 

The district is proud of its accomplishments, which
include performing well above state and national levels
on all assessment tests and holding awards in regional,
state, and international creativity and problem-solving
competitions. Currently, the district is ranked fourth in
the Business Firstranking of Western New York school
districts. In 2007, Eggert Elementary School received a
No Child Left Behind National Blue Ribbon Award from
the U.S. Department of Education, and the Quaker
Marching Band was named state champion at the New
York State Field Band Conference.

Superintendent Thomas is excited about the
district’s past successes and has a clear vision for the
future. “We’ve invested heavily in several initiatives to
increase student achievement including curriculum
mapping, development of common assessments, and
professional development,” said Thomas. “I’m confident
that through the efforts of our dedicated teachers and
professional staff, we will continue to improve student
learning both in and outside the classroom, which is
ultimately the district’s number one priority.”

JOAN THOMAS

WNY School District
Spotlight
ORCHARD PARK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
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CLaRI, the Center for Literacy and Reading Instruction

(www.clari.buffalo.edu), was established in 1963 by William Eller,

a professor in the Department of Learning and Instruction (LAI).

Since the center’s inception, the major focus of our work has been

in the areas of research, teaching, and service. Our goal is to bring

success to children who are struggling to read or write. Through

research, diagnostic evaluation, instruction, and planning for

reading and writing success, we support children, their parents,

and their teachers in traditional and digital literacies. We are 

committed to education for all children, regardless of socio-

economic, linguistic, cultural, religious, racial, or ethnic background.

The center’s research, teaching, and service efforts focus on

three areas:

• Literacy and Diversity: Social Justice. We are pas-

sionately committed to education for all children. In particular,

we are interested in exploring ways that children at risk of being

marginalized or disregarded by schools can become successful

academic learners while maintaining their core identities.

• Literacy and Multimodality: New Literacies for New
Times. The availability of new technologies has precipitated an

increasing interest and awareness in multiliteracies and alterna-

tives to print-based forms that have previously dominated

schools. Progress in digital technology affords an opportunity for

learners to draw together multiple modes (e.g., sound, image,

movement, and color). We investigate the ways these changes

influence the socio-cultural and cognitive worlds of children,

youth, and teachers.

Center Assists Struggling
Readers for 35 Years 
BY DEBRA DECHERT

G S E
N E W S

• Teacher Education and Professional Development: 
A Mandate for Higher Education. Ultimately, we seek to 

provide superior training for all teachers. Our site-based reading

clinic provides graduate students with supervised experiences in

diagnostic evaluation and one-on-one instructional interven-

tions for struggling readers. Our school-based clinic extends this

learning through supervised small group literacy instruction of

children who have been identified as needing extra support in

their literacy learning and development.

The primary charge for research universities such as UB is to

generate high quality scholarship, and we are keenly aware that

research serves the higher goal of improving the lives of children

and teachers. Our current research agenda in our site-based clinic

explores the use of digital video as a tool for enhancing graduate

students’ ability for reflective thinking and increased effectiveness

in decision-making and problem solving. In addition, we continue

to provide services in school-based sites such as Maryvale Primary

School, Maryvale Intermediate School, and Windermere

Boulevard Elementary School. In these sites UB students and class-

room teachers, through ClaRI-supported research and university

support, make the best use of our resources to help children who

need it the most. 

Debra Dechert (Ph.D. ’07, Reading Education), associate director
of CLaRI. is honored to work with LAI literacy colleagues Mary
McVee, director of CLaRI; Fenice Boyd; Maureen Boyd; Lynn
Shanahan (Ph.D. ’06, Reading Education); and Mary Thompson.

A pdf version of the CLaRI tri-fold informational brochure is
available at www.gse.buffalo.edu/alumni/edu.asp.

A student shares a storyboard he wrote with other students and clinicians.

Students discuss their favorite books during the Book Hook activity.
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Maureen Boyd —Assistant Professor 
Boyd was an assistant professor at Binghamton
University, State University of New York, prior to
joining the department. Originally from Ireland, she
earned her Ph.D. in language and literacy from the
University of Georgia. Her research interests are in
teacher questioning and elaborated student talk in
the classroom.

David Bruce—Associate Professor
Bruce previously taught at Kent State University,
where he also received his Ph.D. in curriculum and
instruction. His research interests, informed by 11
years of high school teaching, are in the use of
multimodal literacies in the English language arts
classroom and in teacher education.

James Cercone—Clinical Instructor 
Cercone taught English in the Cheektowaga Central
School District for 12 years, where he served as the
English department chairperson and diversity
coordinator for the high school. His dissertation
research is examining the literacy practices of
diverse working class students in a digital video
composing English class.

Ming Ming Chiu—Professor 
Chiu earned his Ph.D. in mathematics education from
the University of California, Berkeley. After inventing
two statistical methods (statistical discourse analysis,
multilevel diffusion curves) at the Chinese University
of Hong Kong, he identified inequality mechanisms
that harm both privileged and disadvantaged
students. Chiu is currently examining classroom
conversations, student learning across countries, and
corruption (e.g., banks, firms, and music).

Anastasia Riazantseva—Assistant Professor
Riazantseva has worked as a senior research
scientist at UB’s Pre-K Mathematics Learning Lab
and as an assistant professor at Queens College of
the City University of New York. She received her
Ph.D. in second language education from UB. Her
research interests are assessment, second language
literacy, and teacher education.

New Faculty

Nathan Daun-Barnett—Assistant Professor 
Daun-Barnett received his Ph.D. in higher education
administration from the University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor. His research focuses on college access,
specifically how policies influence the transition from
high school to college. Previously, he was the director
of university relations and policy research for the
Presidents Council, State Universities of Michigan.

Sarah Robert—Assistant Professor
Robert earned her Ph.D. in educational policy studies
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison with
specializations in gender studies, curriculum and
instruction, and comparative and international
education. Her research explores the relationship of
educational labor, gender, and reform. Certified as a
secondary-level social studies educator, she previously
taught in the U.S., Costa Rica, and Argentina.

Lynn Shanahan—Assistant Professor
Shanahan first joined the department in Fall 2005 as
a clinical assistant professor, after serving as an
assistant professor in the Department of Education
at Daemen College. She received her Ph.D. in reading
education from UB. Her research interests are in using
technology to better understand students’ literacy
skills and helping teachers adapt their instructional
practices to the specific needs of their students.

Noemi Waight—Assistant Professor 
Waight earned her Ph.D. in science education from
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Her
dissertation examined the transformations of
technological tools as they are moved from scientific
practice to the science classroom and the impact of
these transformations on the enactment of “authentic
inquiry” in high school science classrooms. Previously,
Waight was a high school science teacher in Belize.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND POLICY

Valerie Nesset—Assistant Professor
Nesset earned her Ph.D. from the School of
Information Studies at McGill University, Montreal.
Her area of specialization is the information-seeking
behavior of elementary school students within an
educational context. She has extensive experience
working with intergenerational teams to design web
portals for children.

DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION STUDIES

DEPARTMENT OF LEARNING AND INSTRUCTION
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Your generous gifts have allowed the Graduate School of Education to better serve
our community through groundbreaking preK-16 research. Through the continuing
contributions of corporations and foundations, our school has become a
recognized leader in cutting edge initiatives on technology, literacy, professional
development, and evidence-based counseling therapies. The Graduate School of
Education family thanks you for your wonderful generosity.

Mary H. Gresham
Dean, Graduate School of Education

THANK YOU TO OUR LOYAL ALUMNI, CORPORATIONS,
FOUNDATIONS, AND FRIENDS!

July 1, 2007–June 30, 2008

All donors to the Graduate School of Education, whose gifts were
received between July 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008, appear in the
Honor Roll of Donors. Every effort has been made to be accurate.
Please accept our apologies if we have inadvertently omitted or
misspelled your name, or placed you in the wrong category. If you
have any questions, please call (716) 645-6640.

The Crystal Society
($10,000 and above)

Dr. Robert F. Berner
Braitmayer Foundation
H.W. Wilson Foundation, Inc.
John R. Oishei Foundation
Peter and Elizabeth C. Tower
Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Taher A. Razik
Mr. Peter Tower

($5,000 to $9,999)

Dr. Joy Chung
Dr. and Mrs. S. David Farr
Dr. Herbert L. Foster
Mrs. Kathryn Sanders Rieder
Mrs. Arlene Theurer
University Council for
Educational Administration

Mr. Ralph M. Williams

The Millennium Society
($1,000 to $4,999)

Dr. Jean A. Barrett
Mrs. Mary K. Boehm
Dr. and Dr. William M.
Feigenbaum

Mr. Neal Felsinger

Dr. Virginia M. Foley
Dr. Edwin E. Gordon
Ms. Barbara J. Granite
Dr. D. Bruce Johnstone
Dr. Edward J. Koszarek
Ms. Pamela N. Marcucci
Dr. John L. Margolis
McLain Foundation
Mr. Robert North Jr.
Ms. Nancy R. Nelson
UB Graduate Student
Association

Verizon Foundation

The Dean’s Associates
($500 to $999)

AETNA Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Libby Duryea
Dr. and Mrs. Leon 
Henderson Sr.

Dr. George W. Herrick
Miss Analine S. Hicks
IBM International
Foundation

Ms. Marcia A. Pasternack
Ms. Kathryn V. Scheuerman
Mrs. Carole T. Sedita
Ms. Ilene K. Winokur
Dr. and Mrs. Jing-Hua Yin

The Leadership Circle
($250 to $499)

Ms. Margery I. Adamshick
Ms. Mariam Assefa
Miss Brenda B. Benzin
Mr. Charles M. Breinin
Dr. Peter Briechle
Children of Edwin D. 
Duryea Jr.

Dr. Vincent J. Coppola
Dr. Cornelius Cosgrove
Dr. Peter E. Demmin
Dr. John E. Duffner
Mrs. Ruth-Ann Fisher Mendel
Mrs. Margaret C. Giles
Mr. Daniel J. Impastato
Dr. Octavia M. Kennedy
Ms. Karen L. Kirwan
Miss Sharon E. Minklein
Mr. Martin F. Onieal
Mrs. Mary K. Rossberg
Mr. William I. Schapiro
Dr. and Mrs. Willard C. Schum
Mr. Jason G. Skalski
Dr. and Mrs. Austin D. Swanson
Taylor & Francis Group, LLC
Dr. Lisa A. Tedesco
Miss Mary K. Twist
Mr. Michael K. Walsh

The Century Club
($100 to $249)

Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Abbarno
Mr. John F. Aceti
Mrs. Julia C. Ahearn
Dr. Douglas W. Aldrich
Dr. Sarah M. Anderson
Mrs. Rita Citta Antolena
Mr. and Ms. Hisanao Aomori
Dr. William J. Attea
Dr. Margaret E. Bacon
Dr. Paul Charles Baker
Dr. Stanley B. Baker
Ms. Arlene S. Balkansky
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Barrett
Mrs. Lorraine R. Bercoon
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Berger
Dr. Hugh Ronald Black
Dr. James W. Bourg
Ms. Carol A. Boyd-Simcoe
Dr. Michele C. Boyer
Dr. David T. Boyle
Dr. John P. Brennan
Mrs. Katherine T. Buenteo
Calucci

Mr. Neil F. Bulkley
Ms. Peggy Yehl Burke
Mr. Dennis Butler
Dr. Meg Callahan

Mrs. Lynn D. Campo
Dr. Qiuping Cao
Dr. Philip P. Carlivati
Mrs. Karen L. Carroll
Dr. Donald E. Carter
Dr. Julie B. Caton
Dr. Thomas J. Caulfield
Dr. and Mrs. Jun H. Chang
Mr. and Dr. Ming S. Chang
Mr. Bor-Joe Chou
Dr. Thomas J. Colegrove
Dr. Vanneise A. Collins
Comerica Incorporated
Mr. David J. Creek
Dr. Estelle M. Crino
Ms. Joyce M. DeFlumer
Mr. Rocco Desantis
Mrs. Margaret M. Donatelli
Mr. Allen W. Duke
Dr. Stephen C. Dunnett
Dr. Michael J. Dutkowsky
Dr. Lucille L. T. Eckrich
Dr. John P. Edwards
Mrs. Donna G. Egan
Dr. Winifred Ellenchild Pinch
Mr. Jay W. Elliott
Dr. Joseph F. Engemann
Mr. Robert L. Esch
Ms. Thelma A. Farley
Dr. Jane Faulman
Dr. Lee M. Faver
Dr. Constance R. Finney
Mrs. Susan B. Fischer
Mrs. Jacqueline Fitzpatrick
Ms. Joanna Frady
Mr. Robert J. Fronckowiak
Mr. Joseph E. Galbraith
GE Foundation
Mr. Jeffrey R. Gentner
Mrs. Lisa M. Glasser
Ms. Carol F. Goodson
Mrs. Norman L. Grauerholz
Monsignor Gerard L. Green
Mrs. Jeanne H. Greene
Dr. William J. Grobe III
Mrs. Fay Louise Gunn
Mrs. Wendy H. Harris
Ms. Elizabeth B. Harten
Ms. Mary Jane Meincke
Heider

Ms. Deborah Ann Heim
Dr. Richard A. Hitzges
Dr. Larene N. Hoelcle
Mrs. Barbara W. Horowitz
Mr. William G. Houston
Mr. Alvin Hugley
Dr. Salvatore J. Illuzzi
Dr. Robert L. Infantino
Mrs. Linda M. Jacknowitz
Ms. Mary Jean Jakubowski
Ms. Nancy L. Julian
Mrs. Michelle J. Kelly
Dr. Evelyn L. Kerney
Mr. Joseph A. Kessler Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. King
Mr. Donald K. Kintner Jr.
Dr. Norma E. Klayman
Dr. Kathleen Kreis
Mr. Thomas A. Kriger

Dr. Daniel J. Kuna
Dr. Catherine L. Lalonde
Dr. Charles Landis
Dr. Flavia Laviosa
Dr. Sharon Leuenberger
Ms. Valerie A. Lewis
Ms. Debra H. Liddell
Ms. Mary P. Lyons
Ms. Lorraine T. Maggio
Mrs. Denise McDougall
Ms. Martha J. McNamara
Ms. Elaine Meincke
Ms. Marilynn D. Mendell
Dr. Maria J. Meyerson
Mrs. Dorothy A. Miller
Ms. Trisha M. Morse
Dr. Emmett C. Murphy
Miss Shelly J. Naud
Dr. Carol L. Newcomb
Mr. James D. Noel
Dr. Katharyn E.K. Nottis
Mr. Stephen R. O’Connor
Dr. Jeanne A. Ortiz
Ms. Jean M. Parker
Dr. Janet A. Persico
Mrs. Jill K. Proskin
Mrs. Jean E. Ramsell
Mrs. Kathleen B. Rapisarda
Mrs. Susan E. Recoon
Reuters America Inc.
Ms. Ardeth L. Riedesel
Dr. and Mrs. William C. Ritz
Ms. Rosalind Walsh Ryan
Dr. Mary Wurm Schaar
Dr. Sean W. Seibert
Dr. Robert W. Sekowski
Dr. Qiuxia Shao
Mr. Leon D. Shkolnik
Dr. Karl E. Shuey
Mr.Crispian L. Sievenpiper
Dr. Emily F. Sinsabaugh
Dr. James G. Skalski
Dr. Evelyn R. Smigelsky
Dr. Dale E. Smith
Dr. Jo Ann S. Smith
Ms. Dengtoy Sounethonehelsley
Dr. Kerstin R. Speller
Ms. Beth L. Stanton
Mr. Charles E. Stebbins
Ms. Mary Ann Stegmeier
Mrs. Lillie P. W. Stephens
Sub-Board I, Inc.
Mrs. Marilyn K. Sultz
Dr. Robert V. Swanick Jr.
Dr. Frank N. Tancredi
Mrs. Judith Kravitz Terk
Dr. Arden L. Travis
Mrs. Carolyn B. Weil
Mrs. Barbara A. Whitcher
Dr. Michele Turin Wick
Dr. Richard A. Wiesen
Anne M. Wiley, Ed.D.
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Willer
Mrs. Hope E. Young
Ms. Tisha M. Zawisky

HONOR ROLL
OF DONORS
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Ms. Marcia J. Boguslawski
Mrs. Nancy J. Boland
Dr. Thomas Arthur Bolze
Mrs. Roberta A. Bonafield
Mr. James Bondra Jr.
Dr. Charles B. Border
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L.
Boritz

Dr. John R. Boronkay
Ms. Patricia J. Bosinski
Miss Patricia M. Bowers
Mr. Herman J. Bowman
Mrs. Doris P. Boyer
Ms. Dianne C. Brach
Mr. Charles W. Brandt Jr.
Mrs. Molly W. Brannigan
Mr. Richard P. Brennan
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Foundation, Inc.

Ms. Colleen J. Broman
Ms. Kathleen Bromley
Ms. Lisa M. Brooks
Mrs. Caroline M. Brotherton
Dr. Anthony Brown
Dr. David S. Brown
Mrs. Sandra S. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Donald H.
Bruning

Dr. Lynn Marie Brunner
Dr. Patricia J. Bruno
Ms. Lynda M. Buch
Mrs. Cheryl Buechi
Mrs. Teresa Burgdorf
Mr. John M. Burgholzer
Dr. Barbara A. Burns
Dr. John W. Burns
Dr. Bruce D. Burr
Miss Kathy J. Burr
Mrs. Marna G. Burstein
Ms. Renee B. Bush
Ms. Lynn M. Busse
Ms. Cheryl A. Cahlstadt
Dr. Rosemary S. Callard-
Szulgit

Mr. and Mrs. Alan S. Camhi
Dr. Jill F. Campbell
Ms. Melodye Campbell
Mr. James Vincent Cantella
Ms. Marcia F. Capone
Mr. Joseph A. Cardina
Ms. Marsha Loopman Carey
Ms. Denise A. Carnes
Ms. Janet Lee Carpenter-
Sodell

Ms. Janice E. Carrel
Dr. Joseph T. Casazza
Ms. Suzanne L. Cascio
Ms. Bridget J. Case
Mrs. Cathy A. Case
Mr. Edward G. Case
Mr. James J. Casion
Mrs. Elaine C. Casler
Mrs. Carol J. Castiglione
Dr. Salvatore W. Catalino
Mrs. Mary J. Catuzzi
Miss Joanne Cavalieri
Mrs. Lori J. Cavanaugh
Mr. Mark O. Cerosaletti
Dr. Annemarie B. Cervoni
Mr. R. Lance Chaffee
Mrs. JoAnne Chapman
Mr. Mark R. Chase

The Loyalty Guild
($1 to $99)

Mrs. Rina K. Abeles
Dr. Jack Ables
Mrs. Yvonne B. Abunaw
Dr. Charles F. Adams III
Dr. Robb E. Adams
Mr. Chad M. Agen
Dr. Malcolm A. Agostini
Ms. Michele Agosto
Dr. Samuel J. Alaimo
Dr. Jean M. Alberti
Ms. Lonaura A. Albright
Dr. Samuel J. Alessi Jr.
Dr. James L. Allan
Mrs. Sandra E. Allen
Ms. Tamah C. Alt
Mr. Alan T. Alterbaum
Mr. Michael J. Amrose
Ms. Karen Dorothy Anderson
Dr. Maria E. Angelova
Ms. Carlie M. Arnold
Dr. Mila A. Aroskar
Dr. Saleh I. Assad
Dr. Richard C. Auerbach
Mrs. Mary Ellen Aureli
Mr. Andrew J. Austin
Mrs. Ann C. Ayers
Mrs. Kirsten L. Baetzhold
Dr. Olga B. Bain
Dr. Sharon A. Baiocco
Dr. Deborah Baker
Mrs. Marilyn H. Baker
Mr. Wolis Barback
Dr. Kenneth J. Barnes
Mrs. Maria V. Barone
Ms. Lizabeth A. Barrett
Dr. Roy K. Bartoo
Mr. Eugene D. Barwicki
Ms. Karen Basher
Dr. Virginia Ann Batchelor
Mrs. Esther B. Bates
Mr. Ronald W. Bates
Mrs. Christine N. Batley
Mrs. Lesley S. Battaglia
Mrs. Karen L. Beacher
Mrs. June M. Beeber
Mr. David R. Beiter
Ms. Carolyn Belle
Reverend S. Theodore Berg
Mr. Richard C. Bergman
Ms. Wendy E. Bergman
Dr. Jennifer E. Berke
Dr. Mira Berkley
Mr. Charles D. Bernholz
Mr. Matthew M. Best
Miss Marcia A. Bevilacqua
Ms. Frances Anna Bickle
Ms. Karen M. Bienko
Mrs. Linda A. Birkinbine
Dr. Ellen D. Birlem
Ms. Valle Z. Blair
Mr. Lincoln H. Blaisdell
Dr. Guitta D. Blau
Mr. D. Richard Bleyle
Mrs. Margery Block
Ms. Susan Ellen Block
Mr. and Mrs. Todd C. Boci
Mr. Peter T. Bock
Mr. Alexander J. Bodnar Jr.
Dr. Roselind G. Bogner

Ms. Marlene Cheman
Mrs. JoAnn D. Chiavetta
Ms. Marianne Chiumento
Mr. Stephen V. Christopher
Miss Chiou-Jeu Chuang
Dr. Gladdys W. Church
Ms. Sara E. Churchill
Mrs. Katie E. Cibulsky
Dr. Joseph C. Cicero
Mrs. Barbara A. Ciepiela
Ms. Helga E. Ciminesi
Ms. Mary Ellen Clark
Ms. Therese C. Clarke
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Clarkson
Ms. Sandra J. Clement
Dr. Charles Clevenger
Mrs. Florence E. Clouse
Mrs. Margaret N. Cochran
Dr. Douglas R. Cochrane
Dr. Michael J. Codd
Ms. Margaret A. Coghlan
Dr. Arthur Cole
Ms. Jeanette M. Collette
Mrs. Cecilia M. Colosi
Mr. Donald G. Colquhoun
Mrs. Rosemary C. Conley
Mr. Patrick David Connolly
Mrs. Wayne F. Conrad
Miss Susan L. Cook
Miss Maria Alicia Cordero
Mr. Edward J. Corkery
Mrs. Sally J. Cornell
Corning Incorporated
Foundation

Dr. Joseph S. Corsica Jr.
Ms. Theresa M. Costello
Mrs. Gale P. Courcelle
Mr. Donald E. Courtney
Mrs. Patricia Malone Craig
Mr. John Creamer
Dr. Joseph L. Crossen
Dr. Thomas Q. Culhane
Mrs. Denise Cuneo
Mrs. Judy F. Curran
Mr. Roger G. Dahl
Mrs. Nancy Bunims D’Amico
Ms. Eileen M. D’Andrea
Mrs. Grace Darroch
Dr. Denise L. David
Mrs. Diane E. Davidian
Mrs. Barbara A. Davis
Mrs. Mary Ann C. Dawson
Mrs. Susan H. Dearing
Dr. Debra L. Dechert
Mr. Bassam M. Deeb
Mrs. Linda Eileen Deeks
Ms. Maria C. Delahoy
Mr. William E. Delamater
Dr. Anne L. Deming
Ms. Melanie P. Desiderio
Mr. Frank W. DeWitt
Dr. Kenneth A. Diamond
Mrs. Martha Dickie
Mr. Joseph A. DiDomenico Jr.
Dr. Isaac U. Dim
Ms. Audrey L. DiNatale
Mrs. Theresa R. DiPasquale
Mrs. Brenda H. Dixon
Ms. Nancy L. Dobkin
Mr. Walter A. Doehring
Mrs. Louise M. Dolce
Ms. Lucinda B. Dole

Ms. Kristine M. Dollmann
Mrs. Patty L. Donegan
Dr. Alexander T. Dorliae
Mr. Alan J. Dozoretz
Miss Erica D. Driggs
Ms. Betty Jane Dubose
Dr. Gretchen A. Duling
Ms. Winifred M. DuPriest
Mr. Kenneth J. Duszynski
Mrs. Mona Jeanne Easter
Mrs. Karen E. Ebersman
Mrs. Florence P. Edlin
Dr. Judy E. Egelston-Dodd
Dr. Herbert S. Eisenstein
Dr. Ethelbert O. Ekeocha
Mrs. Elinor G. Elder
Mrs. Deborah G. Emerson
Mr. Olin W. Evans Jr.
Mr. Charles P. Evingham Sr.
ExxonMobil Foundation
Ms. Lori A. Fallon
Mr. Anthony Farrow
Ms. Agnes M. Fassel
Mrs. Michelle Fayett
Rabbi and Mrs. Milton
Feierstein

Ms. Jill Meredith Feine
Ms. Ellen M. Fenimore
Dr. Richard J. Fenton
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Fesmire
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory E. Fildes
Mrs. Marcia K. Finton
Mrs. Mardell E. Fix
Ms. Nicole Flanagan
Mrs. Heather R. Fleming
Ms. Phyllis A. Floro
Mr. Bee A. Fogan
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Fogel
Dr. Gerald F. Foley
Ms. Roberta C. Ford
Ms. Ronna J. Foroglou
Ms. Cathryn D. Franchino
Dr. Edward J. Frank
Mrs. Cynthia C. Franko
Mr. Robert K. Freeland
Ms. Cynthia J. Frisch
Dr. and Mrs. Clifton G.
Ganyard

Ms. Jada Y. Gardner
Ms. Jennifer S. Garey
Mrs. June Martin Garman
Mrs. Paulette C. Gaske
Mr. Andrew R. Gatto
Ms. Mary A. Gebben
Ms. Judith A. Geer
Ms. Judith M. Geldard
Dr. Terence A. Gerace Sr.
Mrs. Joan S. Gerard
Mr. Alan K. Getter
Mrs. Stephanie Geyer
Mr. Thomas A. Giambra
Mr. Tom M. Giambrone
Ms. Katherine J. Giansante
Dr. Joan M. Gibson
Mrs. Marilyn S. Gilbarg
Mrs. Donna M. Gill
Ms. Mary E. Gillette
Ms. Marjorie E. Gillies
Mr. Timothy J. Girdlestone
Ms. Jennifer Gkourlias
Ms. Beth A. Glaser
Dr. John W. Glenn Jr.

Dr. Michael A. Glover
Ms. Jessie G. Gocker
Mrs. Kathleen A. Good
Dr. Jerry A. Gordon
Mrs. Joanne Gordon
Mrs. Kathryn B. Gordon
Dr. Linda G. Gordon
Dr. and Ms. David A.
Gorlewski

Mrs. Doreen S. Gould
Dr. Barbara L. Govendo
Ms. Mary E. Grad
Ms. Rebecca S. Graves
Dr. Christine Gray
Mrs. Janeen D. Greene
Ms. Varney S. Greene
Mrs. Elnora B. Grice
Dr. Michael D. Griffin
Dr. Jorgie A. Grimes
Mr. Michael A. Grosso
Mrs. Nancy B. Guemes
Mrs. Camille W. Guinnane
Dr. Sanford C. Gunn
Mr. Robert G. Habicht
Mrs. Eloise G. Hackworth
Dr. John F. Hadden
Mr. Carl L. Hagan
Mrs. Suzanne M. Halas
Ms. Elizabeth G. Hales
Mr. James P. Haley
Mr. Paul W. Haley
Mrs. Molly M. Halt
Dr. John F. Hanssel
Mrs. Joan L. Harkleroad
Ms. Deborah L. Harper
Dr. Timothy J. Hartigan
Mrs. Gail B. Hartin
Mrs. Paula H. Hartman
Dr. Betsy Hartzell
Mr. Richard W. Harvey
Mrs. Ann M. Hayden
Mrs. Susan A. Hayman
Ms. Charlotte Bush Hedgebeth
Dr. Warren F. Helwig
Ms. Rebecca E. Hendrickson
Mr. Michael B. Henry
Mrs. Linda A. Hepp
Mr. Michael J. Herrmann
Mrs. Heidi A. Hildreth
Ms. Diane E. Hill
Mr. Robert H. Hirsch III
Dr. Mary L. Hodgson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A.
Hodgson

Dr. Bernard G. Hoerbelt
Dr. Everett Randall Hollister
Ms. Elizabeth E. Holmes
Ms. Judith K. Horan
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Horner
Dr. Karim Hossain
Mr. Joseph T. Hryvniak
Ms. Donna I. Hubbard
Mrs. Billie J. Hudson
Mr. Arthur L. Hufnagel
Dr. Patrick S. Hughes
Mr. Michael L. Hume
Dr. Laurie Hurowitz-Waite
Mrs. Wendy S. Huss
Mr. James V. Illuzzi
Mr. Albert Infantino
Intel Foundation
Mrs. Marcia Ellen Jacobi

Ms. Suzanne M. Jacobs
Ms. Carrie E. Jacobson
Mr. Paul F. Jacques
Mrs. Yvonne James-Brown
Dr. Theresa M. Janczak
Mrs. Katherine F. Jank
Dr. John P. Jarvie
Ms. Betty D. Jenkins
Dr. Diane M. Johnson
Mrs. Alice D. Jones
Mr. James A. Jones
Mrs. Linda H. Jones
Mrs. Ruth H. Jones
Ms. Deborah A. Jop
Dr. Theresa M. Joyce
Ms. Anne G. Kaczynski
Mrs. Christine A. Kalish
Mr. Dennis P. Kalp
Mr. William J. Kaminski
Dr. Joseph R. Kandor
Dr. John P. Karan
Mr. William S. Karle
Dr. Karen Karmazin
Mrs. Joyce G. Kaufman
Ms. Bonnie L. Kay
Ms. Teri Kayne
Mr. Anthony J. Keck
Mr. Richard D. Keil
Mrs. Denise B. Kelleher
Dr. M. Frances Kelly
Dr. Lawrence M. Kenney
Mrs. Carol A. Kent
Mrs. Rosalie E. Kidawski
Mr. William D. Kietzman
Ms. Maryalice R. Kilbourne
Mrs. Linda P. Kilpatrick
Mr. Robert T. Kilpatrick
Dr. Richard A. King
Mrs. Marcia R. Kirsch
Ms. Jill B. Kirschner
Mrs. Joyce P. Klaasesz
Mrs. Marilyn G. Klein
Dr. Raymond S. Klein
Ms. Linda Klimchak
Ms. Lori A. Knapp
Mrs. Sherri Frances Kobis
Ms. Judith A. Koch
Mr. Saphaothong Komany
Mrs. Emily A. Kordasiewicz
Mr. Paul E. Kosek
Mr. Robert R. Kramer
Ms. Gail L. Kreyer
Mrs. Barbara J. Kromphardt
Ms. Gail M. Krystek
Miss Laura A. Kucharski
Ms. Tracy A. Kuchta
Ms. Lynn E. Kuhn
Ms. Francine V. Kurtz
Ms. Karen R. Labosky
Dr. Deborah V. Landowski
Dr. Mary Lou Lange
Mr. Harry A. Lapides
Mrs. Cheryl G. Lappen
Ms. Carol L. Larkin
Ms. Bonnie A. Larson
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Larson
Mrs. Eleanor P. Lattimer
Mr. Don E. Lawrence Jr.
Ms. R. Alison Lawrence
Dr. Beverly A. Lawson
Ms. Deborah T. Leary
Mr. and Mrs. Jason A. Leavoy
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Dr. Alfred T. Lederman
Dr. Carol Lenhardt
Mr. David T. Leonard
Mrs. Mary Ann Leonard
Miss Lucille Lerczak
Dr. Jerome I. Leventhal
Mrs. Irene G. Levi
Dr. Rebecca Lewis
Mr. Robert B. Lindemeyer
Mrs. Denise L. Link-Farajali
Mrs. Julia Little
Dr. Xiufeng Liu
Mr. Anthony J. LoCastro
Ms. Constance M. Loda
Mrs. Renee Elizabeth Loftus
Mrs. Margaret A. Long
Ms. Marie L. Lowry
Dr. Keli Koran F. Luchey
Ms. Cindy A. Luckman
Mr. Todd A. Ludden
Mr. Rodrigo J. Luna
Mrs. Kathleen S. Lundberg
Mrs Diane C. Lynch
Mrs. Celia Marie Lynn
Ms. Kristine L. Macchioni
Dr. Carolyn J. Mackett
Ms. Amy L. MacPeek
Ms. Janet Madej Reiff
Ms. Gwendy J. Magrisso
Mrs. Joyce M. Maguda
Dr. Heidi L. Mahoney
Ms. Lynn W. Malchoff
Mrs. Amy L. Maldonado
Ms. Donna L. Malecki
Mrs. Mary E. Maley
Dr. and Ms. William E. Mallory
Ms. Anita M. Mance
Dr. Charles S. Mancuso
Ms. Judith A. Mangan
Ms. Amanda M. Mangione
Mrs. Karla D. Manzella
Mr. Daniel R. Maravi
Dr. Cathleen C. March
Ms. Patricia M. Marcus
Mr. Mark R. Marino
Mrs. Gail P. Mates
Ms. Janet J. Mather
Mr. Paul D. Matty
Ms. Joan E. Matzner
Mr. George C. Maue
Mr. Ronald A. Mayer
Mr. Douglas J. Maynard
Dr. Carol J. Mazza-Henschel
Mrs. Artie M. McAuliffe
Ms. Corey S. McCarthy
Ms. Marcia O. McCarthy
Dr. Margaret Cain McCarthy
Mrs. Marie S. McConnell-Saleh
Ms. Jill Patricia McCormick
Mr. Michael S. McCullough
Mr. John C. McEnroe
Mrs. Barbara K. McEntegart
Mrs. Laurie Lounsberry
McFadden

Mrs. Mary G. McGarva
Ms. Junko McGee
Dr. Cynthia L. McGill
Mr. Harry P. McKeown
Dr. Ann W. McKinney Morris
Dr. and Mrs. Robert T.
McLanahan

Ms. Bridget Lyn McLaughlin
Dr. Robyn O. Mcmaster
Dr. Nancy C. McNerney
Ms. Donn C. Meadows-Riggi
Ms. Denise V. Medeiros
Mrs. Madonna M. Melita
Dr. David R. Meloon
Mr. Timothy S. Menges
Mrs. Arlene G. Merowitz
Dr. James J. Messina
Mrs. Daphne S. Meyer
Ms. Jessica S. Meyers Altman
Mrs. Patricia O. Meyers
Mr. Joseph P. Michael
Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Mikida
Mrs. Catherine E. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford A. Miller
Mr. Jerry L. Miller
Dr. Thomas W. Miller
Dr. Peter D. Mills
Ms. Jennifer L. Minehan
Mr. Richard J. Miodonski
Mr. Walter J. Mircea
Ms. Megan W. Moelbert
Mr. Nicholas J. Mogavero
Ms. Monica Monyo-Tetteh
Mrs. Diane Moore
Mrs. Louise Morden
Mrs. Karen Morgan
Ms. Michelle A. Morgan
Ms. Phyllis F. Morrell
Mrs. Gloria B. Morris
Ms. Elaine C. Mosher
Ms. Joan M. Moslow
Dr. Theodore C. Moss
Ms. Nancy J. Mueller
Mrs. Carol A. Mullen
Ms. Susan H. Murphy
Mrs. Susan S. Murphy
Mr. Timothy L. Murphy
Ms. Marcia S. Nagle Ahern
Mrs. Pamela S. Nagy
Dr. Josephine A. Naretto
Mr. Geoffrey L. Nason
Mrs. Birgid M. Naylor
Ms. Jan Nearhoof
Mr. James E. Neenan
Ms. Carole C. Neff
Dr. Linda Diane Nelson
Mr. Martin D. Nemeroff
Mrs. Leslie K. Newman
Mr. Philip H. Nicolai
Mr. Richard A. Nocek
Mrs. Michelle L. Noel
Mr. David A. Nojaim
Ms. Gloria J. Nolan
Ms. Pamela J. Norton
Ms. Linda K. Nowakowski
Mr. Steven A. Nowicki
Ms. Nirmala Nutakki
Occidental Petroleum
Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Dr. Barbara E. Ochterski
Dr. James F. O’Connell
Ms. Anne M. O’Connor
Ms. Mary C. O’Connor
Ms. Teresa M. O’Connor
Mrs. Wendy L. O’Connor
Dr. William J. O’Connor
Ms. Mary C. O’Donnell

Mr. Joseph A. Ognibene
Mr. Arvid A. Ohlen
Dr. Edward M. O’Keefe
Mrs. Frances P. Okoniewski
Mrs. Mary O. Okpewho
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Olearczyk
Ms. Marietta O’Malley
Mrs. Sheila M. O’Malley
Dr. Victor F. Ombati
Mrs. Linda Osterman Hamid
Dr. Susan J. Ott
Mrs. Grace A. Ouimette
Miss Carol A. Owen
Dr. Susan Higgins Packard
Mrs. Karin B. Pajak
Mrs. Nancy J. Palermo
Mr. and Dr. Ronald H. Palmere
Ms. Nancy M. Palvino
Miss Elaine M. Panty
Miss Clara M. Panzica
Mrs. Jill M. Paolone
Mrs. Elizabeth H. Park
Mrs. Linda Cohen Park
Ms. Sylvia J. Parrott Flynn
Dr. Wendy A. Paterson
Mr. Kenneth Robert Patton
Dr. Craig Pawlak
Ms. Laura A. Pawlak-Webb
Mrs. Emma L. Pelissier
Mr. Gabriel G. Pellegrino
Dr. Anthony J. Pelone
Mr. and Ms. Gene Peluso
Mr. Robert A. Pena
Ms. Paula M. Pendolino
Mrs. Jane Edmister Penner
Dr. Monica E. Peoples
Ms. Joy Stanli Pepper
Ms. Jennifer M. Perna
Dr. Barbara A. Peters
Mr. Timothy E. Petras
Ms. Linda A. Pettit
Ms. Adrienne N. Petty
Mrs. Jeri B. Pichey
Ms. Maura B. Pierce
Mrs. Elaine D. Pittell
Dr. Marie S. Plumb
Mr. Patrick M. Porter
Mr. John T. Privitera
Mr. Robert G. Proehl
Mrs. Jill E. Provan
Dr. Amira Proweller
Mr. Donald T. Ptak
Dr. and Mrs. John P. Ptak
Ms. Lynn A. Pullano
Mr. and Mrs. Lebert J. Puma
Ms. Sandra R. Putnam
Ms. Patricia I. Quider
Ms. Kathleen Quinlivan
Mrs. Betty J. Radlich
Mr. Thomas M. Ramming
Dr. Inez L. Ramsey
Mrs. D. Donna Raphael
Mrs. Michelle K. Reed
Mr. Collin P. Reid
Mrs. Shelly F. Reidy
Mrs. Maryly Reinertson
Ms. Kirsten B. Reitan
Mrs. Genevieve E. Repp
Ms. Susan M. Reuter
Ms. Nancy A. Reynolds

Dr. Anastasia Riazantseva
Ms. Yvonne M. Rich
Dr. Leo Richardson
Dr. Patricia A. Rissmeyer
Dr. Robert S. Riviello
Mr. Alan J. Rizzuto
Ms. Molly M. Robert
Mr. Edwin J. Robisch
Dr. John H. Robson
Ms. Maryann Roby
Mr. Herman Rodenberg
Mr. George Roeser
Ms. Connie C. Rogers
Mr. and Ms. Douglas Rohring
Dr. Yvonne C. Rosecrans
Mrs. Joan B. Rosen
Mrs. Marilyn A. Rosen
Ms. Tracey L. Ross
Dr. Gail A. Rothman-Marshall
Ms. Laurie A. Rouleau
Ms. Karin H. Rozensky
Ms. Mary A. Ruane
Mr. Donald L. Rubin
Ms. Barbara A. Ruff
Hon. Dorothy J. Russell
Dr. Gary L. Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth
Rutkowski

Ms. Marcia A. Rybczynski
Mr. Gary M. Sabin
Mr. John A. Sable
Mr. Vernon C. Saeger
Ms. Shirin Saks-Callahan
Mr. Jeffrey M. Salerno
Dr. Susan J. Salmon
Mrs. Angela Marie Samul
Ms. Patricia Anne Sanders
Mrs. Carol L. Sanford
Mrs. Jacquelyn Sanford
Mr. Joseph J. Scalisi
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel R.
Schabert

Ms. Linda S. Schaefer
Mrs. Lucille J. Schaeffer
Ms. Maryclare Scheg
Dr. Ronald J. Schenk
Mrs. Diana M. Schlicht
Mr. Robert J. Schmick
Ms. Norma Allenbach Schmidt
Mr. Gary M. Schulenberg
Mrs. Michelle L. Schultz
Mr. Mark Schumacher
Ms. Judith K. Schwartz
Miss Constance M. Schweitzer
Ms. Kathleen A. Sciolino
Mrs. Joan G. Sclar
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Seabury
Mrs. Margaret Neil Shands
Mrs. Sandra A. Shaw
Mrs. Doris M. Sheard
Dr. Judith A. Shipengrover
Dr. Phyllis A. Sholtys-Goins
Mrs. Enid L. Sidel
Mr. David K. Siewert
Ms. Annamae Silver
Mrs. Sharon G. Simpson
Ms. Lois E. Sindoni
Ms. Emily M. Sityar
Mr. Kenneth A. Skowronski
Mrs. Deborah G. Slisz

Mrs. Barbara W. Slootsky
Mr. Alfred W. Smith Jr.
Ms. Diane M. Smith
Mr. Eugene V. Smith
Mrs. Hilde W. Smith
Mrs. Margot S. Smith
Mrs. Mary Jo C. Smith
Mr. Phillip A. Smith
Ms. Hollie L. Snyder
Dr. Diane Sobel
Dr. Eldon K. Somers
Dr. Michael A. Soupios
Mrs. Jan R. Sowalsky
Mrs. Anne G. Spadone
Dr. Richard J. Spencer
Mr. Gerald M. Spinley
Ms. Wendy C. Sprague
Mrs. Elizabeth Squire
Deichman

Dr. John M. Staley
Mrs. Debra L. Stamm
Mrs. Florence E. Staples
Mr. Norris G. Staples
Dr. Annette S. Stein
Dr. Mary T. Stein
Ms. Angela M. Stevenson
Mr. Robert G. Stiefvater Jr.
Mrs. Patricia M. Stocker
Ms. Melissa A. Stolfi
Mrs. Judith A. Stoops
Mr. Jesse Stornelli
Dr. Michael William R. Stott
Mrs. Thea A. Streufert
Ms. Mary L. Strife
Ms. Janelle P. Stromberg
Dr. Paul Allan Succop
Ms. Fern I. Suckow
Mrs. Annette D. Sugg
Ms. Kristin M. Sullivan
Dr. Cecilia H. Sun
Mrs. Kristine Sutton
Miss Gail Ann Sweet
Ms. Norma M. Sweigert
Dr. Lester John Szabo
Mr. Peter P. Szczap
Dr. Tunde M. Szecsi
Mrs. Elaine C. Szulewski
Mr. James M. Tammaro
Ms. Donna J. Taylor
Dr. Virginia M. Taylor
Mrs. Susan S. Theeman
Dr. Vidya Thirumurthy
Miss Jean C. Tickner
Ms. Lori L. Till
Mrs. Mary C. Tingley
Mr. Herbert W. Tinney
Ms. Mary Ellen S. Toczek
Mrs. A. Corinne Toole
Mrs. Mary Ellen Tower
Mrs. Marianne S. Tranter
Mr. and Mrs. Simpson Turley Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Tylenda
Ms. Krista K. Tyner
Dr. Stephen J. Uebbing
Dr. Carolynn Ukpaka
Dr. Barbara A. Umiker
Dr. Lawrence A. Upton
Mrs. Janet R. Utts
Mrs. Joanne M. Vaccaro
Mrs. Karen A. Van Gorder

Ms. Susan M. Vanchina
Dr. Wesley E. Vanderhoof
Dr. A. William Vantine
Mrs. Julie A. Varga
Mr. John R. Vasko Jr.
Mr. Frank J. Ventura
Mr. John J. Viger
Ms. Darlene E. Virkler
Ms. Stacie B. Waddell
Mrs. Adele A. Wakefield
Mrs. Karen E. Walker
Ms. Lisa E. Wallin Cleveland
Mrs. Melodie L. Walter
Ms. Jing Y. Wang
Mrs. Jane L. Ward
Ms. Karen I. Ward
Mr. Paul Warms
Mrs. Ruth S. Warnick
Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Warren
Dr. Susan M. Watts Taffe
Mr. Jack P. Weisenborn
Mrs. Carol L. Weissfeld
Mrs. Sharon Ann Weldon
Mrs. Rita H. Wells
Mr. Raymond T. Welsh
Ms. Lorraine S. Wenger
Mrs. Harriet B. Westenfelder
Dr. John M. Wheeler
Mrs. Sandra Whissel
Ms. Elizabeth Anne White
Miss Natalie White
Dr. Alan S. Whiting
Ms. Arlene Wick-Light
Mrs. Eileen E. Widen
Mrs. Ann Marie S. Wik
Mrs. Judith H. Wiktor
Dr. Judith A. Willard
Dr. Ross J. Willink
Dr. Verna J. Willis
Mr. William J. Wilson
Dr. Miriam W. Winokur
Mrs. Jean S. Winske
Dr. R. Arthur Winters
Ms. Mary R. Wodowski-Zak
Mr. Basil B. Wood
Dr. James N. Wood
Ms. Adena F. Woodard
Ms. Barbara J. Wozniak
Dr. Ann W. Wright
Ms. Enid W. Wright
Mr. and Ms. David J.
Yagielski

Dr. Guidi Yang
Mr. Jack A. Yanno
Ms. Kathleen M. Yee
Mrs. Angeline C. Yelich
Ms. Rebecca A. Yots
Mrs. Judy A. Yotter
Mrs. Phyllis A. Zak
Dr. Leonard P. Zani
Mr. Mark I. Zarrow
Mrs. Naomi B. Zatt
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph L. Zawicki
Mrs. Tina A. Zayhowski
Mr. Brian J. Zelli
Dr. Alfred W. Zielonka
Ms. Julie A. Zimmerman
Mrs. Rebecca J. Zionts Klamka
Mr. Daniel S. Zwicker
Mrs. Julie Zybert

HONOR ROLL
OF DONORS
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Fellow Alumni,

When I accepted the duties as president of the GSE Alumni

Association, I was fortunate to be part of a board of directors that was

dedicated to providing programming and events designed to assist

our alumni, students, and staff. We are fully committed to involving

alumni from all GSE departments in helping us to achieve that goal.

We therefore invite you to join our efforts in a capacity that suits

your needs and talents.

Our first major event, the 3rd HIRE Education Conference, was

held on November 15, 2008. I offer my thanks to those organizations

and individuals who gave their time, experience, and expertise in

helping our students and alumni with the myriad of employability

issues that exist in these difficult economic times.

We have also created a brochure that outlines the mission,

organizational purpose, and present and future benefits of active

membership in GSEAA. The brochure also seeks information

concerning your willingness to become involved with GSEAA

activities. It is available on the GSE website

at www.gse.buffalo.edu/alumni/brochure.

Finally, we have developed a ques-

tionnaire designed to gather your opinions

on the direction GSEAA might take concerning

activities and services. This survey can be

completed online at www.gse.buffalo.edu/

alumni/survey. We urge you to complete

this survey so that you can become actively involved in the 

planning of future GSEAA activities.

Thank you and feel free to contact me at ubgseaa@gmail.com.

All the best,

Joseph Casazza (Ed.D. ’04, Educational Administration)

A pdf version of the GSEAA tri-fold informational brochure is also
available at www.gse.buffalo.edu/alumni/edu.asp.

GSEAA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

JOSEPH CASAZZA

Leading for Success in High Need Schools: Comparative Perspectives
continued from page 3

By 2007, ISSPP had produced 65 case studies. Complete

country reports and analyses can be found in a 2005 special issue

of the Journal of Educational Administration, that I co-edited with

Christopher Day and Ken Leithwood, and Successful Principal

Leadership in Times of Change: An International Perspective (2007),

co-edited by Day and Leithwood. As of 2008, additional research

teams from Cyprus, Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, Slovenia, South

Africa, Turkey, and three other U.S. institutions (University of

Texas at San Antonio, Vanderbilt University, and the University of

Arizona) have either already begun developing cases or are soon

to join the project.

Among the 65 cases conducted by ISSPP, 13 from the U.S.,

Australia, and England were in high poverty communities, and

the key findings from these cases indicated similarities and dif-

ferences among the principals studied. Similarly, the principals

focused explicitly on the needs of students and improving the

learning environment, as well as engaging teachers in profession-

al dialogue and development, and involving parents and other

community members in school activities and decision-making. 

Differences across the three countries included direction

setting. The U.S. set goals more directly linked to state and local

testing assessed annually, so they tended to take a relatively shorter-

term perspective on school goals than their Australian counter-

parts, who focused more on learning over a lifetime. Another 

difference was that English head teachers fostered collaboration

through teamwork, Australian principals relied more on distrib-

uted governance, while Americans tried to de-privatize teaching

practice.  

Given the limited number of case studies in high need

schools, we do not know whether these differences actually 

represented contextual differences, simple happenstance, or the

conceptual orientation of the researchers involved. Regardless,

these analyses are worthy of further investigation. 

The commissioned report to the New York State Education
Department; an article by Leithwood summarizing the 65 case
studies conducted by ISSPP; and an article by Jacobson detailing
the research in 13 high poverty elementary schools are available
at www.gse.buffalo.edu/alumni/edu.asp.

A L U M N I
ASSOCIATION



This is the time of year when you will likely
receive a telephone call from a UB student
asking you to donate money to the
university. There is a reason that you’re
receiving this call—you are a member of our
intellectual family and we need your help.
The donations that you give to the Graduate
School of Education support the work of our
scholarly faculty, and help provide student
scholarships that make our quality education
more affordable. 

I can assure you that the UB tradition of
excellence is very much alive in our school. In today’s economic

landscape, providing the opportunity for UB to draw the best
and brightest students is important for the continuation of the
standard of excellence that you and current students have come
to expect.

Ben Franklin once said, “An investment into knowledge
pays the best interest.” As you look to invest your hard earned
dollars, think of education—a commodity that always holds its
value. Education is never affected by the kinds of speculation
we have seen in the stock market this past year. An investment
in education provides a return for a lifetime and beyond.  

Phillip Smith (Ed.M. ’76, Physical Education) is the director of
development for the Graduate School of Education.

ANSWERING THE CALL

PHILLIP SMITH
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would have paid under other circumstances, had he not
established the gift annuity. 

• You’ve got options. Do you think you’re too young to set
up a gift annuity? I met a 50-year-old donor who wanted to set up
a gift annuity. After exploring our options, we determined that a
deferred charitable gift annuity would pay over 18%—every year
for the rest of her life—beginning when she’s 73 years old.
Additionally, she benefited through a tax deduction in the year that
the gift was made. Furthermore, this particular donor expects to
be in a different tax bracket at age 73, making the deal even better.

Another individual who I met with expressed interest in
establishing a gift annuity that would provide income for him and
his wife and support the Graduate School of Education. We
decided that a two-life gift annuity was their best option. In a two-
life gift annuity, rates are slightly lower due to the fact that payouts
will likely go on longer. While two-life gift annuities are typically
established by a husband and wife, you need not select a spouse as
the second beneficiary.

While charitable gift annuities are certainly not for everyone,
you owe it to yourself to learn more to see if a gift annuity makes
sense for you. The American Council on Gift Annuities (www.acga-
web.org) has a number of resources that will give you additional
information on gift annuities. UB’s Office of Gift Planning
(http://giving.buffalo.edu/planned) provides an interactive gift
calculator to determine how much a gift annuity would generate
for you and determine what your tax deduction would be. I
encourage you to give us a call to see if a charitable gift annuity is
a good option for you. You might be pleasantly surprised.

Wendy Irving, Esq. (Ed.M. ’91, College Counseling and Student
Personnel Work) is the assistant vice president for gift planning,
UB Office of Gift Planning; (716) 881-7484 or toll-free (877) 825-3422.

As the market continues to experi-
ence wild swings, more and more
individuals are turning their focus
to charitable gift annuities to
improve their current financial 
status and secure income for life.
Gift annuities are one of the oldest
gifting arrangements between char-
ities and donors and the popularity
of gift annuities continues to grow.
Here’s why:

• They offer guaranteed
fixed income for life. Charitable

gift annuity rates are determined by one’s age. The general rule of
thumb: the older the donor, the higher the rate. As an example,
someone who is 70 years old could lock in a nice 6.1% return for
the rest of his or her life. Once established, gift annuity rates are
set in stone, and are not affected by market conditions whatsoever.

• Tax breaks are another plus. Individuals who establish
charitable gift annuities are subject to significant tax deductions
right off the bat. Let’s use the example of our 70-year-old donor
who just established his or her gift annuity. Based on a $10,000 gift
annuity (that’s often the minimum amount needed to fund an
annuity), our donor would earn nearly a $4,000 deduction to offset
income taxes. The deduction can be taken for the same year in
which the gift was made.

• They can be funded with various types of assets.
Charitable gift annuities can be funded with assets other than cash.
A UB donor recently set up a gift annuity with appreciated stock.
In addition to enjoying all of the usual “perks” associated with gift
annuities (guaranteed fixed income, tax deduction, supporting a
good cause), this donor reduced the capital gains taxes that he

WENDY IRVING

G S E
DEVELOPMENT

Does a Gift Annuity Fit Into Your Portfolio?
BY WENDY IRVING
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Honored that day along with the graduates were five individuals: Marcia Scherer

received the James Hansen Humanitarian Award; Gail Johnstone was the recipient of the

Dean’s Service Award; June Crawford received a GSE Distinguished Alumni Award; Priya

Pinto was presented with the Delbert Mullens Thinking Outside the Box Award; and Gerard

Rooney was the recipient of the Edwin Duryea, Jr. Higher Education Memorial Award 

(see back page for additional commencement photos).

Commencement and Awards 2008

JAMES HANSEN HUMANITARIAN AWARD
MARCIA SCHERER
(M.S. ‘77, Rehabilitation Counseling)

For the past 20 years, Marcia Joslyn Scherer has had a

distinguished professional and scholarly career. She created

the Institute for Matching Person & Technology to better

match users of technology with the most appropriate devices

for their use. Through research, assessment, training, and

consultation, her company is enhancing independence for

persons with disabilities, helping students learn in classrooms,

and improving job performance and productivity in the

workplace.

GSE DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD
JUNE CRAWFORD
(Ed.M. ‘77, Reading Education)

June Justice Crawford is retired from the National Institute

for Literacy, U.S. Department of Education, in Washington,

DC. At the federal level, she directed the Bridges to Practice

teacher training program for teachers of adults, and

developed a certification program that is currently being

utilized by 46 states for teachers in adult literacy programs.

Other federal work included working with reading and

writing researchers from universities across the U.S. in

reviewing research in adult literacy and determining

guidelines for the literacy field. 

DEAN’S SERVICE AWARD
GAIL JOHNSTONE

Gail Johnstone retired from the presidency of the Community

Foundation for Greater Buffalo in November 2007. During

her almost 11-year tenure, more new funds were established

at the foundation than over its prior 78-year history, and its

total assets grew by more than 150%. Divisions of the

foundation were established in Niagara and Wyoming

counties, and annual community grants and scholarships

grew from $1.5 million to over $9 million.

Graduates celebrated their achievements on May 9. The morning
commencement began with the traditional academic procession and
concluded with a reception for our newest alumni and their families
and friends. The school was honored to have UB President John
Simpson confer degrees during the ceremony.

Gail Johnstone Marcia Scherer (right) with Carolyn
Hansen, wife of the late professor
James Hansen

Dean Mary Gresham with June Crawford

G S E
N E W S
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COMMENCEMENT 2008 – PHOTO GALLERY

Photos – left to right, from the top:
1. A newly conferred Ph.D. graduate is hooded during the commencement ceremony.
2. President Simpson applauds graduates after conferring their degrees.
3. Libby Duryea, wife of the late professor Edwin Duryea, for whom the Duryea Memorial Award was created to honor, with award

recipient Gerard Rooney.
4. Joseph Casazza, president of the GSE Alumni Association, delivers a message to the school’s newest alumni.
5. Priya Pinto (left), newly conferred Ph.D. graduate in counselor education and this year’s recipient of the Delbert Mullens Thinking

Outside the Box Award, with Mary Rossberg, wife of the late professor Robert Rossberg, for whom the award was created to honor.
6. The reception was held in the UB Center for the Arts Atrium.
7. (l to r) Emeritus professors Al Pautler, Herb Foster, and Rod Doran sharing memories.
8. The Buffalo Select Chorus with a musical tribute to the graduates, led by Director Linda Appleby (seated at piano).
9. Gerard Rooney, newly conferred Ph.D. graduate in higher education, receives the Edwin Duryea, Jr. Higher Education Memorial

Award from Dean Gresham.


